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It is needless for us to follow the course of the Wars
of the Roses. A few main points are all we require. After
five years of civil war Henry VI was deposed in 1461,
and Edward IV, the head of the Yorkists, was made king
in his place. Edward had great difficulty in keeping the
throne; indeed he was once driven from the kingdom
and Henry VI set up again. But in 1471 Edward got back
his power by hard fighting. His son, Edward V, a boy
of thirteen, was deposed and murdered by his uncle,
Richard of Gloucester, who made himself Richard III.
After a reign of two years he was killed in battle, and the
Lancastrian line was restored by Henry Tudor, Henry
VII, whose father had married a descendant of John
of Gaunt. He wisely married the heiress of the house
of York, and so brought the struggle to an end
(1485).

What we have to remark is, not the changes of kings,
but the effect of the rivalry between the Red Rose of Thirty
Lancaster and the White Rose of York upon England, cfvirwar
To begin with, we have thirty years of civil war, from the fewness."
first battle of St. Albans in 1455 to the battle of Bosworth
in 1485 when Richard III was killed. During this time
scarcely anyone cared for the law/ The House of Com-
mons was too weak to make men obey it; the Lords were
all fighting on one side or the other. Thus we have some
of the ill days of King Stephen over again. The barons
kept armies of their own, consisting of retainers, as their
men were called, who wore the crest of their lord and
fought for him. Thus Warwick's men all wore the crest
of the bear and the ragged staff, Holland's men the cresset,
and Montagu's the dun bull. It is easy to understand
that nobles with armies at their back did not care for the
law. If a jury gave a verdict against them, the jurors
were set on and beaten, perhaps even murdered. If a
noble had a grudge against anyone, he would lead his
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